Swainsthorpe Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 11 March 2026 at 7.30pm 

In Attendance: Cllr Ann Chandler, Cllr Andy Haggith, Cllr Margaret Robins, Cllr Nicki Craft, Cllr Annette Cooper and Cllr Joe Casey.  

Also present: 5 members of the public, District Cllr John Cook 
1.	To consider apologies for absence 
Apologies received from Cllr Geoff Curran
2.	Declarations of Interest
	There were no interests declared.    

3.	Minutes
3a. 	The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 20 January 2026 were agreed.  

4.	Public Open Forum including reports from District and County Councillors 
Cllr John Cook reported that the budget had been set at South Norfolk Council. The food waste collection for the area would be delayed. There was a member grant available of up to £2000k for the whole of the members’ division. The Community Action Fund pot had increased to £500k. The minded-to decision regarding Local Government Reorganisation was expected in May. 

5. 	Planning 
5.1	Update on Local Green Energy Applications
Charles Carron-Brown reported the update on green energy projects, which is attached to these minutes and would also be put on the website.  It was noted that since the banksman had been in situ, there had been less lorries passing through. 

5.2	Consider new planning applications
	There were no new planning applications. 
	 
6.	Correspondence
6a. 	It was noted that a request for a meeting with Mulbarton PC had been received and the Chair would respond.  
	
7. 	Policies
	This would be deferred.

8.	Finance
a) The bank reconciliation was agreed. 
b) The following payments were approved;
i Nicola Ledain – clerk salary: £419.42
ii Garden Waste Bin: 

9.	Highways / PROW Issues
a) Speed Limit from the Vale / village gates through village to A140 – it was hoped that the speed limit could be reduced to 30mph before the village gates coming into the village. 
b) Briar Lane Bridleway – the signage had been requested and was awaiting placement. 
c) Hickling Lane needed to be returned to a bridleway as it was currently a BOAT. Recent abuse of the BOAT was noted.  

10.	Response from Network Rail 
	A response hadn’t been received as yet and would be circulated when received. 

11.	Quote for Grounds Maintenance
	The grounds maintenance quote was AGREED

12.	To agree the purchase of the seat for the village green
	It was AGREED to purchase a bench for the Jubilee Garden. The council had received £400 grant from District Cllr John Cook. 

13.	Neighbourhood Plan
	In the absence of Elaine, AG read the report for the neighbourhood plan. It was reported that the plan was nearing the final stages and would be ready for submission soon. The PC would have to approve it, and then it would be put to a referendum and then final adoption by the local authority. 

14	Jubilee Garden. 
	It was noted that a dead tree was still in place and needed replacing. MR offered to source some trees. It was agreed that a water butt would also be placed there to assist with the watering. JC would purchase. It was also agreed that he would provide water and would be reimbursed by the parish council. 

15. 	Research into a gov.uk email address for the council and /or councillors to achieve assertion 10 on the AGAR. 
	To achieve assertion 10 on the AGAR, it was noted that the parish council needed a .gov email address. The clerk would research how this could be achieved. 

16.	Speedwatch Report
	In the absence of GC, Andy read out the speedwatch update out and this is appended to the minutes.  

17.	Arrangements for Annual Parish Meeting
	The Annual Parish meeting will take place at 7pm before the Annual Parish Council meeting. 

18.	Items for next agenda
	Email address, neighbourhood plan, 

15.	Dates of next meeting
The next meeting was arranged for Wednesday 13 May 2026.  

Meeting finished at 9.12pm.
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